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WEDNESFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


Dr.  J.  V.  L.  FARQUHAR,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Wednesfield. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  of  the 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  a  decrease  on  last  year 
being  20.94  against  21.58  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  16.4. 

The  Death  Rate  was  5.79  against  6.91  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  1957  which  appears  very  favourable  against  the  Rate  of 
England  and  Wales,  this  being  11.7. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  22.95  compared  with  21.01  in  1957 
and  25.13  in  1956.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was 
16  against  12  last  year  and  12  in  1956.  12  of  the  deaths  occurred 
under  4  weeks  of  age.  Congenital  malformation  accounted  for  6  of 
the  deaths.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  22.5  against  23.0  in  1957. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  express  thanks  to  all  who  have 
co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  V.  L.  FARQUHAR. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Chairman  :  Councillor  H.  P.  FITZMAURICE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  BENTLEY,  L.M.S.S.A.  (Resigned  August  31st,  1958). 

J.  V.  L.  FARQUHAR,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  (From 
September  22nd,  1958). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

A.  L.  MORGAN,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

A.  G.  WILLIAMS. 

Shorthand  Typist  : 

Mrs.  M.  CARROLL. 


Area  .  .  .  .  2,515  acres 

Population  (estimated)  .  .  28,500 

Inhabited  Houses  .  .  8,450 

Rateable  Value  (April  1st,  1956)  .  £248,811 

General  Rate  .  .  .  17s.  8d. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £1,028 


DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICT 

The  District  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Cannock  Rural 
District,  on  the  North-West  and  South-West  by  Wolverhampton 
County  Borough,  'and  on  the  South-East,  East  and  North-East 
by  Willenhall  Urban  District. 

The  elevation  is  approximately  500  feet  above  sea  level,  being 
part  industrial,  with  a  Rural  aspect  on  the  Northern  side. 

The  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  occupations, 
Agricultural  workers,  Iron  and  Steel  workers,  Steel  Trap  makers, 
Keysmiths,  Locksmiths,  Foundry  workers,  Paint  workers,  Coal 
Miners. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  is  very  satisfactory. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 


Ma 

les 

Fen 

lales 

To 

tal 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

1  349 

7 

327 

14 

676 

21 

20.94 

STILLBIRTHS — 15 

9  males  6  females 


DEATH  RATE 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

110 

85 

195 

5.79 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 
Deaths  under  one  year 


Ma 

les 

Fen 
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To 
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Rate 

Per  1,000 
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I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

9 

1 

• 

6 

— 

16 

— 

22.95 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  .  .  None 

From  other  causes  .  None 


From  Sepsis  .  None 

From  other  causes  .  None 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

Year  1958 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNESFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1954 

1955 

19 

56 

If 

157 

1958 

Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

73- 
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88- 
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96- 
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—78 

109- 

-92 

140 
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16 

4 

IS 

»0 

20 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Blood  Disease  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

Coronarv  Disease 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

9 

1 

11 

12 

10 

7 

18 

10 

17 

7 

System 

3 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Forms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  Malignant  Disease 
Hypertension  with  Heart 

16 

18 

21 

18 

18 

8 

25 

15 

17 

13 

Disease  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Bladder  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

8 

12 

8 

12 

5 

9 

10 

11 

17 

11 

Other  Heart  Disease 

6 

8 

8 

3 

12 

7 

3 

11 

9 

17 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

1 

5 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

4 

6 

8 

5 

6 

2 

10 

5 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

— 

1 

6 

1 

5 

2 

6 

3 

4 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis 

— 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Other  digestive  diseases 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 
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2 

— 
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Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Diseases  and  accidents  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 
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Suicide  . 
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All  Other  Accidents  . 
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1 

2 

2 
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3 

3 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

12 

9 

12 

14 

20 

9 

10 

8 

13 

10 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

Estimated  Population  . 

Total  Deaths 

21,000 

140 

22,170 

170 

24,355 

164 

26,450 

180 

28,500 

201 

1  Death  Rate 

6.99 

7.67 

6.91 

6.80 

5.79 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Short  list  of  causes  of  Death 
in  use  in  England  and  Wales 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10. 
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Diabetes  . 
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Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

— 
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Coronary  Disfease,  Angina 
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Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
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Other  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Other  circulatory  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

— 
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Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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24. 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r— 

— 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

—  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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FOR  YEAR  1958 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  local  Health  Authority, 
namely,  the  County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
Ramage.  Wednesheld  is  included  in  the  Health  Area  No.  9  of  the 
County  Scheme,  Dr.  Summers,  Wednesbury,  Area  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

No.  9  Area  Health  Office  :  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 

Telephone  No.  :  Wednesbury  0961. 

As  regards  General  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services,  their 
administration  is  vested  in  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical 
analyses  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the 
County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

This  service  is  provided  for  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  by  the  County  Council. 

Main  Ambulance  Station  :  Richards  Street,  Darlaston. 

Telephone  No.  :  2591. 


Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  County  Council  provide  services  as  one  of  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained  under  the  new  Health  Service.  A  qualified  nurse  gives 
professional  service  to  necessitous  non-infectious  cases. 

Home  Healp  Service 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  operates 
from  the  Area  Health  Office,  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Valuable  advice  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  at  this  centre. 


The  times  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  : 

Minor  Ailments,  9  a.m.  to  12  noon.  School  children  only. 
Every  Tuesday,  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Second  and  Fourth  Mondays,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Welfare  Clinic  : 

Methodist  School,  Well  Lane. 

49,  Olinthus  Avenue  : 

Ante-Natal  Clinic — Thursday  9  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Infant  Welfare — Thursday  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Wednesday,  1.30  p.m.  onwards — Eye  Specialist  Clinic 
Appointments  only. 

37,  Guest  Avenue  : 

First,  Third  and  Fifth  Mondays. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic — 2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare— Wednesay  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Maternity  cases  are  provided  for  by  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
New  Cross  Hospital  and  Beeches  Maternity  Home,  Wolverhampton. 

Five  midwives  now  serve  the  District. 

Hospitals 

The  Royal  Hospital,  the  Women’s  Hospital  and  New  Cross 
Hospitals  are  all  within  easy  reach.  Admissions  being  arranged  by 
the  Medical  Practitioners. 

Tuberculosis 

The  Dispensary  for  the  District  is  situated  in  Wolverhampton. 

The  sanatoria  available  are  : — 

Prestwood  Sanatorium. 

Groundslow  and  Yarfield. 

For  children  : — The  Limes,  Himley. 


9 


Nursery 

The  Day  Nursery  situated  in  Lichfield  Road  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  throughout  the  year  though 
not  used  to  its  full  capacity. 

Water  Supply 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  is  good 
and  adequate  and  is  obtained  from  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  Water 
Engineer  for  the  following  report  : — 

Source  of  supply.  River  Worthe  at  Cosford. 

Boreholes  at  Cosford,  Dimmingsdale,  Hilton  (Shropshire), 
Tettenhall,  Stableford,  Goldthorn  Hill — Goldthorn  Hill 
borehole  is  used  only  rarely. 

Distributed  Water 

1 .  The  water  supply  of  your  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  samples  of  water  taken  respecting  all  phases  of 
supply  have  proved  satisfactory,  both  bacteriologically 
and  chemically. 

3.  There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water. 

4.  There  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  distributed 
water. 

Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths 

The  following  are  the  times  and  places  where  the  District 
Registrar,  Mr.  A.  W.  Tunley,  may  be  seen  each  week. 


10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  2.30  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Monday  .  Calves  Croft,  Willenhall.  Hall  Street,  Bilston. 

Tuesday  .  Bilston.  Willenhall. 

Wednesday  Willenhall.  Wednesfield  Church  Institute. 

3  to  5  p.m. 

Thursday  .  Bilston. 

Friday  .  Willenhall.  Bilston. 

Saturday  .  Bilston. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1958 
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Smallpox.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 

53  cases  were  notified  compared  with  32  in  1957.,  No  death 
occurred. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  has  been  notified  for  8  years.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
and  no  doubt  due  to  the  large  percentage  of  children  immunised. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  arose  during  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  case  occurred. 

Measles 

41  cases  were  notified  against  612  in  1957.  No  death  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough 

17  cases  were  notified  against  48  in  1957.  No  death  occurred. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  No  case  occurred. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against 
3  in  1957  and  4  in  1956.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Influenza  and 
16  from  Pneumonia. 

Tuberculosis 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  register  268  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  128  males  and  140  females, 
and  41  persons,  14  males  and  27  females,  suffering  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  a  total  on  the  register  of  309.  From  the  following 
table  it  will  be  seen  that  no  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  death  occurred  from  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis.  33  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  3  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 
7  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1958 


AGE  PERIODS 
Years 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  to  1 

1 

_ 

—  .. 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

5  to  10  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  25  . 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  . 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

16 

14 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

CANCER  DEATHS 
PARTS  AFFECTED 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Breasts 

— 

4 

4 

Rectum  . 

4 

] 

5 

Colon 

1 

2 

3 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

Stomach  . 

2 

3 

5 

Oesophagus 

— 

— 

— 

Bladder  and  Prostate  . 

1 

— 

1 

Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Brain 

— 

1 

1 

Pancreas 

1 

1 

2 

Liver 

1 

— 

1 

Bone 

1 

— 

1 

Abdomen 

— 

1 

1 

Mammary  Gland 

— 

1 

1 

Skeleton  . 

— 

1 

1 

Ovary 

— 

1 

1 

15 

18 

33 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


Mr  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1958.  Much  has  been  steadily  accomplished  through  the  year. 

The  outstanding  recommendation  in  regard  to  Smoke  Control 
Areas  was  presented  and  provisionally  approved  by  the  Ministry, 
involving  one-fifth  of  the  total  area  of  the  Urban  District,  total  of 
567  acres,  upon  which  detailed  work  was  continuing  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  with  the  hope  of  presentation  of  the  full  report  for  final 
approval  early  in  1959. 

Slum  Clearance  activity  has  continued  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
planned  allocation  of  houses  and  in  each  case  the  movements 
required  in  accordance  with  this  plan  have  been  maintained  to 
consistently  accomplish  steady  progress. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  a  commencement  has  been  made 
to  convert  the  remaining  waste  water  closets  in  the  district,  such 
conversions  being  delayed  by  virtue  of  the  overloaded  state  of  the 
sewage  works  and  action  being  delayed  pending  the  modification 
and  modernisation  of  such  works,  which  have  recently  been  com¬ 
pleted  at  a  cost  of  more  than  £250,000.  The  Committee  therefore 
agreed  to  the  conversions  going  ahead  and  as  you  will  see  within  the 
records,  93  such  conversions  were  undertaken  within  the  year  by 
the  Council  undertaking  to  do  the  work  with  a  payment  of  50%  of 
the  cost  being  received  from  the  owners  of  the  propertv  concerned. 
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Contact  has  been  maintained  with  every  food  premise  in  the 
area  in  respect  to  the  requirements  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions  and  outstanding  notices  of  last  year  have  been  completed. 
There  is  now  a  very  high  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  the  area,  the 
only  exception  being  within  Slum  Clearance  Areas  and  on  property 
which  may  be  demolished  for  other  reasons,  temporary  facilities 
have  been  agreed  with  regard  to  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  Much  may  be  done  in  the  provision  of  equipment,  for 
all  services  to  man,  but  if  the  human  element  itself  breaks  down  the 
chain  of  action  it  is  very  easy  for  every  fitment  so  provided  to  be 
nullified  in  its  effect.  Here  I  would  say  that  the  personnel  who  are 
operating  in  the  Wednesfield  area  have  co-operated  fully  with 
Inspectors  in  regard  to  the  requirements  under  the  Regulations,  and 
appreciate  the  advice  that  has  been  given  to  them  on  the  minute 
and  sometimes  unseen  difficulties  which  then  arise.  Food  Hygiene 
tests  have  been  taken  in  this  connection  which  have  helped  in  the 
propaganda  value  of  stressing  the  need  for  attention  to  detail. 

The  records  and  tables  of  activity  undertaken  recorded  on  the 
following  pages  give  some  small  picture  of  the  broad  activity  under¬ 
taken  in  the  Department  but  figures  alone  do  not  reveal  the  complete 
details  of  work,  investigation  and  negotiations  undertaken,  but  it 
can  be  said  that  there  has  been  “ Something  accomplished — some¬ 
thing  done,  so  on  now  into  the  year  begun.” 

Finally,  I  would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  all  the  Members 
for  their  help  and  guidance  throughout  the  year  and  to  my  colleagues 
of  other  Departments  and  again  to  the  Members  of  my  Staff  for  all 
their  loyal  support  throughout  the  year  of  1958. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a  result  of  Inspections  and 
Notices  served,  both  Informal  and  Statutory 

Dwelling  Houses 

Plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  46 

Window  furniture  repaired  .  .  25 

Brickwork  repaired  or  repointed  .  25 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  18 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  .  .  16 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  16 

Sashcords  renewed  .  .  .  13 

Chimney  heads  and  stacks  rebuilt  or 

repointed  .  .  .  .  10 

Stucco  work  repaired  .  .  .  9 

Rising  dampness  obviated  .  .  6 

Floor  quarries  relaid  .  .  .  6 

Chimney  pots  replaced  .  .  .  4 

Doors  repaired  or  replaced  .  .  4 

Firegrates  repaired  .  .  .  4 

Staircases,  treads  repaired  .  .  4 

Cold  water  storage  tanks  renewed  .  3 

Window  glazing  replaced  .  .  1 

Fencing  renewed  .  .  .  1 

Back  boiler  provided  .  .  .  1 

Hot  water  cylinder  renewed  .  .  1 

Yard  paving  levelled  and  relaid  .  1 

Rainwater  tanks  repaired  .  1 

Water  Closets,  Wash-houses,  etc. 

W.C.  cisterns  renewed  .  .  .  8 

W.C.  roofs  repaired .  .  .  5 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  5 

W.C.  seats  provided  .  .  .  5 

Taps,  cocks  and  water  services  renewed  4 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  .  .  4 

W.C.  pedestals  repaired  4 

Soil  pipes  connections  to  toilets  .  2 

W.W.C.  closets  converted  (  Under  Sec.  47)  93 

(Privately) .  18 

L7 


Drainage 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  .  .  218 

Rainwater  downpipesrepaired  or  renewed  12 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  .  7 

Sink  waste  gullies  renewed  .  .  4 

Drainage  altered  or  repaired  .  .  4 

Obstructed  ditch  lines  opened  up  .  1 

Drain  surrounds  rebuilt  .  .  1 

Soil  pipes  connections  made  good  .  1 

Rodding  eyes  relocated,  inserted  .  1 

Sink  supports  refixed  .  .  .  1 

New  sinks  provided  .  .  .  ] 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out 

Preliminary  Notices  .  .  .  62 

Statutory  Notices  .  .  .  13 

Letters  (all  works)  .  .  .  601 

Work  in  default 

No  default  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Statutory  Notices  sent  out 

Section  9,  Housing  Act  .  .  10 

Section  16,  Housing  Act  .  .  9 

Section  12,  Housing  Act  .  ....  nil 

Section  26,  Housing  Act  .  .  35 

Section  269,  Public  Health  Act — 

Applications  .  3 

Licenses  granted .  nil 

Licenses  refused  3 

Section  39,  Public  Health  Act  2 

Section  45,  Public  Health  Act  ] 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Prov¬ 
isions  Act),  Closing  Orders  .  nil 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Applications*  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (I)  .  23 

Granted  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Refused  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

Undertakings  received  .  .  .  .  18 

Undertakings  accepted  .  .  .  .  17 

Repairs  completed  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (L)  .  .  .  4 

Applications  for  cancellation  .  .  .  7 

Objections  received  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Objections  not  sustained  .  .  .  .  2 

Applications  for  Certificates  as  to  Remedying  of 

Defects  (O)  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Applications  granted  (P)  .  .  .  .  18 
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One  feels  that  there  are  still  tenants  who,  having  received 
undertakings  from  the  landlord  on  Form  ‘FT,  which  undertakings 
have  not  been  complied  with,  have  allowed  the  matter  to  run  on 
and  by  reason  of  the  period  of  time,  are  reluctant  to  make  an 
application  to  the  Local  Authority  to  ensure  that  these  repairs  are 
completed.  The  landlord  meanwhile  continues  to  draw  the  full 
rent.  These  matters  will  come  to  light  as  various  inspections  are 
made  and  indeed  as  one  meets  with  problems  in  various  parts  of 
ones  district. 

Conversely,  one  must  also  observe  that  there  are  those  landlords 
who  have  not  increased  the  rent  on  houses  which  they  know  are  to 
the  subject  of  Demolition  and  Clearance  Order  procedure  in  the  very 
near  future  and  upon  which  discussions  have  been  undertaken. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

36  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  within  the  district 
during  1957  and  119  visits  were  made  in  this  connection,  appropiate 
disinfection  being  carried  out  upon  removal  to  hospital  or  termina¬ 
tion  of  infective  period.  In  all,  129  sprayings  were  carried  out 
including  9  after  T.B.  removal,  43  for  woodworm,  30  for  ants,  2  for 
fleas,  7  for  crickets  and  38  other  sprayings.  A  continuing  complaint 
of  crickets  dealt  with  resulted  from  the  dismantling  of  spoilbanks 
whilst  housing  development  was  taking  place  on  the  Ashmore  Park 
Estate,  a  number  of  complaints  being  received  from  adjacent 
properties.  A  powder  blower  used  in  the  area  has  been  very 
successful. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  within  the  urban  district 
during  the  year.  The  doctor  first  saw  the  four-year  old  boy  in  a 
state  of  malaise  and  pains  in  the  head,  developing  a  mild  weakness 
in  the  trunk  and  one  leg.  Immediate  enquiries  revealed  that  the 
boy  had  come  into  the  district  under  the  Councibs  overspill  scheme 
from  a  neighbouring  authority  two  weeks  prior  to  his  illness,  so  he 
probably  had  the  disease  before  moving  into  the  urban  district. 

Primary  contacts  were  isolated  and  due  to  excellent  co-opera- 
tion  in  the  neighbouring  Authority  all  contacts  were  traced.  No 
further  case  arose,  the  child  fully  recovering  without  any  severe 
after-effects. 

If  prompt  notifications  of  suspicion  were  the  general  rule  in  this 
serious  disease,  we  should  see  an  immediate  effect  on  the  numbers 
and  spread  of  the  disease. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  154 

Two  rag  and  bone  merchants  were  interviewed  in  this  district, 
and  cautioned  for  exchanging  articles  with  children  under  14.  In 
no  case  was  the  offender  caught  a  second  time. 

Water  Sampling 

5  well  water,  1  ditch  water  and  2  mains  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year.  4  of  the  well  water  samples  were  returned 
bacteriologically  unsound,  but  demolition  orders  now  operate  on 
these  houses.  2  properties  demolished  during  the  year  and  one  other 
represented  for  demolition. 

The  mains  water  sample  was  from  an  outside  tap  after  a 
complaint  from  a  factory  about  abnormal  colouring  and  sediment. 
The  supply  was  an  old  feeder  main  and  pressure  was  low.  The 
water  was  bacteriologically  and  chemically  pure. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957 


Section  9 

Notices  served  ...  ....  lo 

Outstanding  31.12.58  ...  ...  nil 

Section  10 

No  default  action. 

Section  76.  Overcrowding 

19  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  and  overcrowding  is  now 
almost  non-existent  in  this  area.  Coloured  people  occupy  some  14 
houses  in  the  district,  3  of  which  were  statutorily  overcrowded  at 
31.12.58. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 
Demolition  of  Insanitary  Dwellings  Incapable  of  Repair 


Houses  with  Demolition  Orders  operative  but  still  occupied .  Total  9 


Year  of 

A  ddress 

Remarks 

Demoli¬ 

tion 

Order 

1948 

1  and  4,  Devil’s  Elbow  Lane 

During  tenants’ 

1954 

143,  Wood  End  Road 

lifetime  to  remain 
standing. 

Castle  Inn  deve- 

1957 

Railway  Carriage,  rear  "Leafern,” 

opment. 

To  remain  stand- 

Neachells  Lane,  "Fairfield,” 

ing  until  termina- 

"Norwood,”  and  "Lander  Rail- 

tion  of  present 

way  Carriages. 

tenancies. 

1958 

"Wood  Villa,”  Watery  Lane 

Vacation  awaited 

"Army  Hut,”  No.  1,  Sandpits 

Vacation  awaited 

Houses  with  Demolition  Orders  operative,  but  lying  void  .  Total  6 

1951 

3,  Devil’s  Elbow  Lane  \ 

Support  for  No.  1 

1952 

2,  Devil’s  Elbow  Lane  f 

1954 

141,  145,  Wood  End  Road 

Castle  Inn  Devel- 

1958 

"Evans”  Railway  Carriage 

opment 

1958 

"Army  Hut,”  No.  2,  Sandpits 

1958 

6,  Noose  Lane 

Houses  Demolished  since  1946 

Total  188 

1957 

(88  in  Clearance  Orders) 
199  and  201,  Wood  End  Road 

Orchard  Road 

1948 

54  and  56,  New  Street 

scheme 

Clay’s  Garage 

17,  19,  Church  Street 

access 

Library 

1950 

"Lake  View,”  Watery  Lane 

1953 

58,  New  Street 

Clay's  Garage 

341,  343,  345,  347,  Wood  End  Road 

access 

Long  Knowle 

1954 

85,  95,  97,  99,  105,  Lower  Prestwood 
Road 

"Hill  View,”  Waterv  Lane 

scheme 

4  and  5,  Noose  Lane 

15,  Church  Street 

Library 

1,  2,  3  and  6,  Bealev’s  Fold,  High 
Street 
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A  ddress 


Remarks 


Year  of 
Demoli¬ 
tion 
Order 

1954 


1955 


1955 

1956 


1957 


1958 


“Myatt,”  Caravan,  Ashmore  Park 

1  and  2,  Ashmore  Cottages 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6,  Bellamy  Lane 
6,  7,  8  and  9,  Orchard  Buildings 
163,  165,  Wood  End  Road 

61,  63,  Taylor  Street 
“Bird”  and  “Grosvenor”  Railway 
Carriages 

3  and  8,  Sandpits 

Perry  Hall  Farm 

“Wine  Shop,”  Blackhalve  Lane 

Bk.  88,  Graiseley  Lane 

2  and  3,  Canal  Side,  Rookery  Street 

2,  2a,  Sandpits 

5,  7,  The  Fields,  Lichfield  Road 
90,  92,  94,  96,  98,  100,  102,  Graiseley 
Lane 

11,  13,  15,  High  Street 

1  and  2,  Prestwood  Farm  Cottages 

“Mansfield,”  Railway  Cottage 
51,  53,  55,  57  and  59,  Lichfield  Road 
155  and  157,  Blackhalve  Lane 
1,  2,  3,  4,  Linthouse  Lane 
“Lemm”  Bungalow,  Strawberry 
Lane 

129,  131,  133,  135,  137,  139,  Wood 
End  Road 

183,  191,  Blackhalve  Lane 
“Oak  Bungalow,”  Sandpits 
“Clayton”  Bungalow,  Strawberry 
Lane 

“Murray”  and  “Mill  view”  Cotts, 
Linthouse  Lane 
57,  59,  61,  Blackhalve  Lane 

3,  Merrill’s  Hall  Lane 

Yates  Bungalow,  Noose  Lane 

2  and  4,  Long  Knowle  Lane 
(Brice  Coal  Wharf,  Linthouse  Lane 

closed) 

99 


Ashmore  Park 
scheme 


Sewage  works 

Re-developed 

Re-developed 


Now  re-developed 
New  Bank  site 
Road  improvement 


Re-developed 

Tractor  Spares 
developed 


Weldless  Steel 
Developments 

Garage  extensions 


Clearance  Orders,  Compulsory  Purchase  or  fey  Agreement 


Persons 


Order  Submitted 

A  pproved 

Houses 

Displaced 

Demolished 

Rookery  Street  No.  1 

March  End  No.  1 

I  954e 

1955 

14 

1955 

3  955 

Clearance  Order 

1954e 

1955 

10 

1955 

1 956 

March  End  No.  2 

Clearance  Order 

1954e 

1955 

3 

1955 

i  956 

High  Street  No.  1.  C.P.O. 

Wood  End  No.  1 

1954e 

1955 

9 

1955 

1956 

Clearance  Order 

1955e 

1956 

3 

1956 

1956 

Wood  End  No.  2 

Clearance  Order 

1955 

1956 

7 

1956 

1956 

Cross  Street  C.P.O. 

1955 

1956 

8 

1956 

1956 

Wood  End  No.  3 

Clearance  Order 

1955e 

1957 

14 

95%  vac. 

90%  den 

Wood  End  No.  4 

Clearance  Order 

1956e 

1957 

9 

1957 

85%  den 

Rookery  Street  No.  2 

Clearance  Order 

1956 

1957 

4 

1957 

Rookery  Street  No.  3 
Clearance  Order 

1956 

1957 

3 

1957 

1958 

Lichfield  R.oad  No.  I 

Clearance  Order 

1957e 

1958 

13 

95%  vac, 

20%  dem 

Hickman  Street  C.P.O. 

1957e 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Hall  Street 

Clearance  Order 

1957 

1958 

19 

90%  vac 

— 

Waddens  Brook  No.  1 

Clearance  Order 

1958 

1958 

3 

30%  vac 

— 

Waddens  Brook  No.  2 

Clearance  Order 

1958 

1958 

22 

80%  vac 

Waddens  Brook  No.  3 

Clearance  Order 
(subject) 

1958 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Taylor  Street  No.  1 
Clearance  Order 

(subject) 

1958 

— 

4 

— 

“E” ^Ministerial  Enquiry 

Houses  dealt  with  by  Agreement 

Proposed 

Houses  Inv. 

Vac 

Dem* 

123,  125,  127,  Wood  End  Road 

1955 

3 

1956 

1 958 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  Ridge  Lane 

1956 

5 

1956 

1957 

31,  33,  35,  37,  Hall  Street 

1956 

4 

1956 

1957 

179,  181,  183,  197,  199,  201, 

Blackhalve  Lane 

1958 

6 

30%  vac. 

30%  dem 
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No.  on 


Individual  Unfits 

Programme 

T.  &  P. 

Vacant 

Demolished 

Scheduled  for  1954 

23 

23 

23 

19 

„  1955 

6 

6 

6 

6 

„  1956 

8 

8 

8 

7 

,,  1957  ... 

12 

10 

9 

6 

„  1958 

11 

2 

5 

2 

„  1959 

19 

3 

3 

3 

„  1960 

39 

4 

7 

7 

Clearance  Orders,  Compulsory  Purchase 

No.  on 

Programme  Submitted 

or  by  agreement 

Approved  Vacant 

Demolished 

Scheduled  for  1954 

31 

31 

31 

31 

31 

„  1955 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

„  1956 

46 

46 

43 

40 

32 

,,  1957 

51 

38 

38 

31 

11 

,,  1958 

49 

33 

25 

21 

— 

„  1959 

46 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  „  1960/5  239  2  2 

Total  number  of  houses  originally  scheduled 
Dealt  with  summarily 

Vacated  (including  recently  submitted  areas) 
Demolished 

2 

590 

216 

196 

134 

Closed  2 

From  the  above  figures  it  can  be  seen  that  you  are  well  up  with 
your  programme,  the  major  problem  being  that  of  Hickman  Street 
area,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

(a)  Certain  premises  are  deteriorating  rapidly. 

(b)  Difficulty  experienced  by  owners  wishing  to  sell. 

(c)  Better  class  property  owners  restraining  maintenance  of 
property  to  its  detriment. 

(d)  Difficulty  in  enforcement  of  Housing  Act  repairs. 

I  am  earnestly  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Local  Authority  on 
the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  dealing  with  this  area  which 
contains  some  200  unfit  dwellings. 

Precautions  before  Demolition 

Twelve  blocks  of  dwellings  were  thoroughly  disinfested,  such 
treatment  proving  a  highly  successful  prelude  to  demolition  or 
closure. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Food  Sampling 

The  following  analysis  is  of  milk  and  food  samples  taken  in  the 
Wednesfield  district  by  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


Milk 

Milk  Pasteurised .  14 

Milk  Sterilised  .  15 

Milk  T.T.  4 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised  .  13 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised  Channel 

Island  .  6 


52  All  genuine 

General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  35 

Number  of  samples  genuine  30 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  5 


Classification  of  General  Foods 

Stoned  Raisins 
Orange  Squash 
Tomato  Soup 
Figgerolls 
Lemon  Curd 
Kwits 

Beef  Sausage  with  Preservative 
Sweetened  Lemonade  Powder 
Cream  Rice  Milk  Pudding 
Dried  Mixed  Herbs 
Margarine 

Fresh  Cream  Butter 
Silver  Sild 

Grapefruit  Juice  with  added  sugar 
Stoneless  Damson  Jam 
Strained  Creamed  Fish 
Oil  of  Peppermint  Tablets  B.P. 

All  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 


Danish  Butter 
Creamed  Rice 
Ice  Cream 

Shropshire  Double  Cream 
Ravioli  with  Tomato  Sauce 
Cocktail  Sausages 
Blackcurrant  Jam 
Lemon  Squash 
Marzipan  Animals 
Pork  Sausage  with  Preservative 
(2  samples) 

Minced  Turkey  in  Jelly 
Cheese  and  Tomato  Spread 
Expresso  Coffee  Eclairs 
Dairy  Buttermints 
Pork  Sausage 
Almond  Marzipan 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples 

27  C/F  Stoned  Raisins 

Contains  0.31%  of  Sand  and  Grit  Cautioned 


74  C/I  Silver  Sild 

Advertised  as  containing  Vitamins  A 
and  D  and  statement  in  prescribed  form 
of  amount  of  such  vitamins  not  present 
in  either  advertisement  or  on  label  of 
article 


Labels  and 
^  Advertisements 
to  be  amended 


j 


31  C/P  Pork  Sausage  Containing  Preservative 

Contains  61.4%  of  meat  and  should 

contain  65%  meat  Cautioned 


32  C/P  Pork  Sausage 
Contains  undeclared  preservative 


35  C/P  All  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Contains  an  excessive  amount  of  tin 


Notice  declaring 
presence  of  preser¬ 
vative  now  being 
exhibited 

Retailer  cautioned 
Very  old  stock 


Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year  under 
review  but  one  suspected  case  was  investigated,  pathological 
specimens  confirmed  the  absence  of  shigella,  solmonella  or  welchii, 
the  final  diagnosis  being  Paratyphoid  ‘B.’ 


HYGIENE  EFFICIENCY  TESTS,  1958 


Samples  taken 
from 

No.  * 
taken 

No. 

satis- 

fac- 

fac- 

tory 

No. 

unsa- 

tis- 

fac- 

tory 

0/ 

/o 

Satis¬ 

fac¬ 

tory 

0/ 

/o 

unsa- 

tis- 

fac- 

tory 

Colony  count 

Coliform 

Test 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Factory 

Canteens . 

35 

31 

4 

88.57 

11.43 

33 

2 

32 

3 

Licensed 
Premises  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cafes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School 

Canteens . 

Total  . 

35 

31 

4 

88.57 

11.43 

33 

2 

32 

3 

26 


Egg  Albumen  Samples 

During  the  year  two  egg  albumen  samples  were  taken,  both  of 
which  proved  satisfactory. 


Types  of  Food  Shops  in  the  Urban  District 

Grocers  .  62 

Greengrocers  .  35 

Butchers  .  24 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  20 

Cafes .  5 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  .  7 

Fishmongery  .  8 

Off-Licences  3 

Chemists  .  5 

Tinned  Foods  .  2 

Bakery  .  1 


Licensed  Premises 

All  the  licensed  premises  within  the  district  have  been  regularly 
visited  during  the  year,  such  visits  resulting  in  14  Informal  Notices 
and  the  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  : — 


Lead  sinks  replaced  .  .  .  12 

Lead  beer  engine  trays  replaced  .  6 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired  .  4 

W.C.  seats  refixed  or  renewed  .  5 

W.C.  compartments  decorated  .  5 

W.C’s.  adequately  screened .  1 

W.C.  pans  renewed  .  .  .  2 

Urinals  adequately  screened .  3 

Urinal  flush  pipes  repaired  .  .  1 

Provision  of  intervening  ventilated 

spaces  .  .  .  .  1 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  .  1 

Cellars  limewashed  .  .  .  2 

Drainage  channels  provided  in  cellars  1 


Work  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  either  in  hand  or  to 
be  completed  by  fixed  date,  agreements  having  been  reached  with 
the  breweries  concerned.  I  would  comment  on  the  excellent 
standard  of  hygiene  maintained  in  the  Public  Houses  of  Wednesfield 
and  express  my  appreciation  of  excellent  co-operation  from  licencees. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Since  the  making  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  regular 
inspections  have  been  maintained  on  the  174  food  shops  in  your 
district.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  an  excellent  standard  of 
hygiene  prevails  within  the  area.  New  shops  are  visited  prior  to 
completion  and  in  several  cases  last-minute  modifications  asked  for 
by  the  Department  were  completed  before  the  premises  opened. 
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Two  multiple  stores  have  opened  within  the  district  and  are 
being  maintained  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner,  each  section 
concerned  taking  every  precaution  to  ensure  the  success  of  this 
type  of  shop.  A  novel  feature  in  one  of  the  stores  is  a  feeder-hatch 
arrangement  for  the  potatoes,  to  prevent  dust  fouling  the  atmosphere. 
A  noteable  improvement  has  been  seen  during  inspections  in  the 
facilities  for  storage  of  clothes,  for  at  every  shop  where  no  ante-room 
is  available,  lockers  are  now  installed  and  used. 

Canteens  are  extremely  co-operative  in  this  respect.  Equip¬ 
ment  and  protective  wearing  apparel  are  in  first-class  condition,  and 
apart  from  several  Town  Centre  shops  which  are  the  subject  of 
demolition  or  re-development,  the  premises  are  structurally  sound. 

Smoking  in  food  premises  has  caused  the  Department  some 
concern.  Seven  warnings  were  necessary  in  this  connection.  In 
most  instances  personal  approach  to  the  person,  coupled  with  the 
hint  of  a  possible  line  if  reaching  the  Court  Room,  has  been  conducive 
to  a  general  decline  in  the  number  of  warnings  necessary. 


School  Kitchen  staffs  are  to  be  highly  commended  on  their 
response  to  the  Regulations. 

Mobile  Vehicles 

This  continues  to  be  a  difficult  problem  in  the  area,  not  only 
from  the  point  of  view  of  inability  to  record  all  that  do  come  into  the 
area  at  varying  times,  but  also  because  of  the  difficulty  with  the 
shopkeepers  in  the  area. 

Mobile  vehicles  are  entering  the  district  from  all  surrounding 
areas  and  while  the  majority  of  them  are  known  and  recorded  there 
are  the  odd  ones  who  continue  to  come  in  and,  indeed,  new  ones  who 
commence  activities  of  this  nature.  All  new  mobile  vehicles  that 
are  contacted  are  advised  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  which 
is  confirmed  in  writing  with  details  and  many  conform  to  such 
requirements.  The  odd  one  is  the  difficult  beginner  or  occasional 
visitor  to  the  area.  The  unfortunate  decision  of  the  Divisional  Court 
in  respect  to  mobile  vehicles,  as  pronounced  in  the  Stone  v.  Boreham 
case  does  mitigate  against  the  adequate  control  of  mobile  vehicles. 
In  Wednesfield  such  mobile  vehicles  were  conforming  to  the  hour  of 
operation  as  akin  to  the  requirements  under  the  Shops  Act  and, 
indeed,  there  had  been  a  successful  prosecution  only  two  or  three 
weeks  before  on  an  identical  summons  as  the  Stone  v.  Boreham 
decision,  in  that  a  mobile  vehicle  selling  goods  on  a  Sunday  contrary 
to  that  which  would  be  available  in  an  ordinary  shop  was  prosecuted 


and  lined  £3  with  the  person  in  charge  of  the  vehicle  fined  £2  for 
aiding  and  abetting.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  comment  upon  the  legal 
aspect  of  this  mobile  vehicle  business,  but  as  I  read  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Shops  Act,  and  in  particular,  the  interpretation  of  the 
word  "Shop/’  that  Act  states  that  shop  includes  such  and  such,  but 
it  appears  that  the  interpretation  now  excludes  mobile  vehicles. 
This  is  a  distinct  and  troublesome  anomoly  at  the  best  of  times. 
One  feels  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  must 
find  a  few  minutes  to  consider  the  implementation  of  Section  21  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  1955. 

Meat  Inspection 

Continual  vigilance  has  been  maintained  and  once  again  100% 
meat  inspection  resulted.  3  slaughterhouses  remain  licensed  for  a 
temporary  period,  further  reviews  will  probably  cause  the  de- 
licensing  of  one  of  these  and  incur  extensive  alterations  to  the  others. 

1959  will  decide  just  how  much  facilities  in  Wednesfield  are 
affected.  From  a  personal  point-of-view  I  have  always  found 
private  slaughterhouses  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  quality  of 
the  meat  rather  than  an  adverse  one.  Slaughtermen  are  keener  to 
produce  a  clean  cut  carcass,  and  the  butcher  will  not  tolerate  an 
unsatisfactory  workman  when  the  meat  loss  affects  him  directly. 
To  bring  these  pre-war  slaughterhouses  up  to  standard  will  involve 
much  expense,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  disappear  from  the 
scene  completely  and  I  feel  that  the  degree  of  a  Local  Authority’s 
success  will  depend  on  the  liaison  and  understanding  which  exists 
between  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  Butcher  and  his  slaughtermen. 

To  illustrate  this  last  remark,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  a 
local  slaughterman  encountered  an  unusual  ante-mortem  condition 
in  a  15-month-old  bullock  and  sensing  a  mystery  eagerly  awaited 
my  arrival  on  the  scene.  The  animal  was  stunned  after  two  bolts 
had  entered  the  brain,  only  the  second  rendering  the  animal 
unconscious.  Slaughter  and  dressing  revealed  a  cystic  brain 
condition.  The  liver  and  kidneys  were  atrophied  although  the 
spleen  remained  normal.  One-third  only  of  the  brain  was  present, 
the  lungs  were  in  a  odeamatous  condition  and  the  cranial  cavity  was 
greatly  enlarged,  suggesting  pressure  by  the  cyst  on  the  brain  from 
birth.  The  remainder  of  the  brain  consisted  of  encapsulated  fluid. 
The  carcass  was  normal.  This  sense  of  urgency  and  the  confidence 
shown  in  the  Inspector  by  the  operative  typifies  the  attitude  of 
Wednesfield  slaughtermen. 

The  following  tables  reveal  the  number  of  carcasses  slaughtered 
and  diseases  discovered  all  unfit  meat  being  transported  to  a  local 
abattoir  for  sterilisation  and  disposal. 


January  1st.  to  December  31st.  1958 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

i 

Horses 

Number  killed 

120 

Nil 

2 

924 

344 

— 

Number  inspected  . 

120 

Nil 

2 

924 

344 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci.  Whole  carcas¬ 
es  condemned  . 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

9 

— 

— 

37 

12 

■ — 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cystic- 
ercosis 

7.6%  of 
which 
7.5%  was 
a  result  of 

Faseiolia- 

sis 

0% 

0% 

4% 

3.5% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole  carc¬ 
ases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  tuberculosis  . 

4-1% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

1.7% 

— 

Cysticereosis.  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

3 

- 

. 

- 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condem¬ 
ned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  Tuberculin  Tested  5 

Dealers  Licences  issued  Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regu 
lations,  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  Pasteurised  5 

Sterilized  5 

Retail  shops  licensed  Pasteurised  7 

Sterilized 
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Food  Inspection 

During  the  year  a  local  Bakery  was  closed  due  to  the  conditions 
prevailing,  and  during  the  latter  days  of  its  existence  a  heavy 
infestation  of  rodents  occurred  necessitating  the  condemnation  of 
the  following  foodstuffs  : — 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 


Bagged  Flour  .  1  11  2 

Corn  Flour  .  1 

Skimmed  Milk  Powder  2 

Castor  Sugar  .  1 


Lbs. 

7 

2 


1  12  2  9 


This  food  was  released  for  animal  feeding  stuff  after  inspection. 
The  following  items  were  condemned  and  destroyed  : — 


Cwts .  Qrs.  Lbs. 


Flaked  Almond  Substitute  .  26 

Cake  Mix  .  .  .  1  1 

Edible  Cake  Decoration  1  12 

Spices,  Preservatives,  etc.  .  37 

Jam  and  Marmalade  .  1  1  36 

Rice  Flour  .  .  .  14 

Self  Raising  Flour  .  .  15 

Tapioca  .  20 

Dessicated  Coconut  .  42 

Mincemeat  .  .  .  1 

Syrup  and  Black  Treacle  .  1  10 

Baking  Powder  .  30 

Egg  Substitute  14 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  .  1  24 

Piping  Jelly  .  1  21 

Essences  and  Colouring  Matter  1  1  12 

Edible  Oils  .  50 

Marshmallows  .  28 

Icing  Sugar  .  43 

Marzipan  37 

Cooking  Fat  .  30 

Semolina .  15 

Nougat  .  12 

Glycerine  24 

Ground  Nut  Oil .  .  .  1 

Tinned  Fruit  (blown)  .  1  36 

Raisins  and  Sultanas  .  45 

Flour  .  2  -  51 


13  2  12 
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The  undermentioned  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  from 
shops,  cafes,  school  kitchens  in  the  district  : — 


Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

26 

14 

Tinned  Corned  Beef  . 

25 

8 

Tinned  Pineapple 

21 

4 

Tinned  Peaches 

18 

3J 

Tinned  Pears  . 

12 

15 

Tinned  Apricots 

9 

8 

Tinned  Orange  Juice 

7 

2 

Tinned  Peas  . 

5 

15 

Tinned  Oranges 

3 

8 

Tinned  Pilchards 

3 

4 

Tinned  Meat  Loaf 

1 

8 

Carton  Cheese  Spread 

1 

4 

Tinned  Salmon 

1 

H 

Tinned  Casserole  Steak 

1 

0 

Tinned  Oxtail  Soup  . 

15J 

Tinned  Irish  Stewed  Steak  . 

151 

Tinned  Chopped  Pork 

12 

Tinned  Jellied  Veal  . 

12 

Tinned  Fruit  Salad  . 

8 

Tinned  Chicken  Soup 

101 

Carton  Dessicated  Coconut  . 

6 

Tinned  Evaporated  Milk 

2  pints 

Raw  Beef 

28  lb. 

(Bone  teint) 

Tongue 

Ilf  lb.  (Decomposi¬ 
tion) 

Boiled  Ham  . 

i  lb. 

(Bone  teint) 

Gammon 

23f  lb  (Mould  and 

Putrefaction) 

Boneless  Cooked  Ham 

46}  lb 

.  (Bone  teint) 

Slab  Cheese 

51  lb.  (Mould) 

A  total  of  2  tons  8  cwts.  Iqt.  46  lb.  of  Food  condemned  as  a 
result  of  156  visits  in  this  connection  throughout  the  year. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district,  but 
two  shops  are  manufacturing  Iced  Lollies. 

6  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  in  all  the  proviso 
being  made  that  a  wrapped  commodity  only  may  be  sold.  Hot 
water  geysers  were  required  and  provided,  50  premises  now  retail 
wrapped  Ice  Cream.  75  visits  were  made. 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES,  1958 


Samples  taken 
from 

No. 

taken 

No.  in 

Grades 

%  in 

Trades 

i 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Shops 

60 

59 

1 

— 

— 

98.33 

1.67 

— 

— 

Cafes 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

100.00 

— 

Licensed 

Premises  . 

13 

11 

— 

1 

1 

84.62 

— 

7.69 

7.69 

Cinemas 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

100.00 

— 

— 

— 

Factory 

Canteens  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

100.00 

— 

— 

— 

Mobile  Vehicles 

8 

5 

2 

1 

— 

62.5 

25.00 

12.5 

— 

Total  . 

100 

94 

3 

2 

1 

94 

3 

2 

1 

ICED  LOLLIES  SAMPLES 

Eleven  iced  lollie  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of 
which  proved  satisfactory. 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons 

There  are  no  w  7  registered  saloons  in  the  district.  One  new 
licence  was  granted,  42  visits  were  made. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  year  has  brought  its  usual  incidence  affecting  food  not  of 
the  nature,  or  of  the  substance,  or  of  the  quality  demanded.  12 
such  cases  were  reported  resulting  in  9  warning  letters  being  sent, 
one  case  reaching  the  Court  Room  as  this  was  the  second  offence  by 
the  company  involved. 

The  item  of  food  was  a  loaf  of  bread  containing  contaminated 
stale  dough  in  the  centre,  this  being  confirmed  by  the  Public 
Analyst.  The  case  was  tried  at  the  Local  Magistrates’  Court 
resulting  in  a  fine  of  £20  for  the  company  concerned. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  brought  to  our  notice. 

Coconut  Cake— Rancid 

Two  pyramid  cakes  were  submitted  as  a  result  of  complaint 
concerning  the  bitter  taste  of  the  cakes,  and  although  no  rancidity 
of  the  fate  was  detected  by  the  British  Baking  Industry  Oflcers, 
the  definite  acid  taste  was  apparent  on  the  base  of  the  cake.  Nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  firm  of  wholesalers  and  the  local  retail  shop 
continued  whilst  further  analytical  reports  indicated  a  positive 


35 


reaction  to  the  Kreiss  test  for  rancidity  showing  an  acid  value  of 
5.2  and  giving  rise  to  the  fatty  acids  and  their  aldehydes.  These 
cause  a  soapy  and  bitter  flavour  when  mixed  with  salivary  juices. 
A  visit  was  made  to  the  manufacturers  concerned  where  there  was 
discovered  excellent  laboratory  control  of  all  ingredients  and 
finally  the  solution  which  was  used  to  wash  the  trays  was  indicated 
as  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

Vanilla  Cream  Cake— Mould 

A  cake  sold  from  a  Market  Stall  revealed  mould  growth  on  the 
surface.  It  was  discovered  on  investigation  that  pronged  price 
labels  had  admitted  bacteria  to  the  cake  and  that  the  poor  ventila¬ 
tion  and  temperature  control  in  the  Stall  had  encouraged  the 
growth  of  Penicillium  Glaucum  (green  mould).  The  pronged  labels 
were  suspected  immediately  and  later  on  an  exhaust  fan  was 
installed. 

Currant  Loaf — Foreign  Body 

A  nail  which  appeared  to  be  one  used  in  the  making  of  the 
currant  boxes,  was  discovered  in  a  loaf  surrendered  to  the  office. 
Visits  to  the  manufacturers  revealed  that  2  plants  were  in  operation, 
one  of  them  having  no  electronic  metal  detector.  The  Local 
Authority  took  a  very  serious  view  of  this  matter  and  the  firm 
concerned  later  installed  electronic  detectors  at  both  plants  and 
also  passed  the  currants  along  prior  to  the  making  up  of  the  loaf 
through  a  detector. 

Sterilised  Milk  Bottle.  Vinegar  Eel  and  Dirt 

A  bottle  of  sterilised  milk  was  surrendered  to  the  office  contain¬ 
ing  vinegar  eel  and  filth  adhering  to  the  side  of  the  bottle.  Visits 
made  to  the  Dairy  Company  and  the  shop  concerned  revealed 
excellent  hygiene  facilities  and  once  again  it  can  only  be  stressed 
that  the  misuse  of  these  milk  bottles  allowing  them  to  deteriorate 
into  an  uncleansable  condition  was  the  prime  cause,  the  human 
elements  at  the  Dairy  failing  to  observe  the  dirty  bottle. 

A  strong  warning  resulted. 

Layer  Cake-Mould 

Consumption  of  a  cake  which  caused  severe  illness  to  a  young 
child  was  also  reported.  The  reason  for  the  mould  was  not  dis¬ 
covered  even  after  a  visit  to  the  manufacturers,  where  a  special  room 
was  constructed  and  the  air  filtered  and  temperature  controlled  in 
an  efficient  manner. 

Poor  rotational  sale  at  the  shop  was  thought  to  be  the  cause 
and  a  strong  warning  resulted. 
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Sliced  Loaf — Mould 

The  appearance  of  green  mould  in  a  wrapped  sliced  loaf  of 
bread  necessitated  a  visit  to  the  bakery  concerned  and  advice  was 
given  re.  the  ventilation  of  the  cutting  room  and  rotational  delivery. 
A  strong  warning  was  issued  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Breakfast  Cereal — Larvae 

The  presence  of  pyralis  farinalis  in  a  breakfast  cereal  was 
discovered,  with  the  presence  of  webbing  in  the  packet.  This 
contravention  is  still  being  the  subject  of  discussion  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Tin  of  Tomatoes — Bead  Lizard 

A  tin  of  tomatoes  was  delivered  to  the  office  and  on  inspection 
contained  a  well  preserved  Moribund  Lizard  in  the  substance  of  the 
tomatoes.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  local  office  and  the 
shipping  authorities,  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  tin  was  one  year 
old  and  had  been  packed  abroad.  The  lizard  proved  to  be  of  the 
Mediterranean  type.  Very  little  action  was  possible  and  there  was 
an  element  of  doubt  by  the  wholesalers  concerned  whether  the 
presence  of  this  lizard  in  the  tin  was  accidental  or  whether  it  had 
been  inserted  in  the  tin  by  an  employee  of  the  packers  .... 

Other  cases  investigated  were  : 

The  cap  of  an  orange  drink  which  had  been  unnoticed  by  the 
Dairy  concerned  and  passed  through  the  whole  of  the  installations 
without  being  discovered.  A  warning  letter  was  sent. 

A  live  caterpillar  was  discovered  under  the  wrapping  of  a 
sliced  loaf  of  bread.  It  was  a  common  caterpillar  and  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  firm  were  involved.  No  proceedings  were 
instituted. 

A  tin  of  crab  purported  to  contain  glass  was  surrendered  to  the 
office,  investigations  revealed  that  the  cause  for  complaint  was 
crystallised  salt  petre  and  not  a  foreign  body.  No  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  this  case. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 

A  deposition  of  glass,  crates,  bottles  on  the  roadside  has 
continued  to  receive  urgent  attention  by  the  Dairies  concerned  and 
in  the  main  circumstances  have  been  much  improved  during  the 
year.  The  holidays  are  still  a  worry  to  the  Dairies  in  regaining  their 
bottles  from  local  school  premises,  there  being  a  greater  concern 
about  the  fouling  of  these  bottles  whilst  they  remain  outside  school 
premises. 
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Mortuary 

During  the  year  a  total  of  28  bodies  have  been  admitted  to  the 
Council’s  Mortuary  and  post  mortem  results  revealed  the  following 
causes  of  death  : — 


Heart  Failure  .  3 

Natural  Causes  .  1 

Suicide  (Drowning)  1 

Suicide  (Gas  Poisoning)  .  2 

Thrombosis  (Coronary)  .  9 

Drov/ning  (Accidental)  .  3 

Prematurity  1 

Pneumonia,  Pneumaconiosis  4 

Lung  Cancer  .  1 

Epileptic  Fit  .  ......  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  1 

Silicosis  .  1 


Housing  of  Coloured  ¥/orkers 

Little  difficulty  has  arisen  during  the  year  in  regard  to  the 
coloured  population  of  Wednesfield,  which  population  remains  much 
the  same,  as  there  are  many  that  come  and  many  that  go  in  a 
transference  of  occupation  and  residence,  and  as  time  goes  on  they 
appear  to  be  becoming  more  integrated  into  the  general  life  of 
Britain  and  are  gradually  realising  the  import  and  aspect  of  the 
laws  which  have  to  be  complied  with  concerning  their  living  and 
working  in  this  country. 

Smoke  Abatement 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  graphs,  the  polution  is  still  on  a 
downward  trend,,  and  it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  draw  attention  to 
this.  Activity  is  continuing  in  the  matter  of  smoke  control  areas 
and  three  such  areas  were  provisionally  approved  and  in  the 
detailed  investigations  being  undertaken  together  with  propaganda 
and  education  in  regard  to  the  implementation  of  such  areas.  Talks 
have  been  given  to  Tenants’  Associations  and  to  bodies  who  have 
expressed  an  interest  in  the  matter  and  generally  speaking,  immedi¬ 
ate  problems  that  arise  have  been  met  and  answered  to  ensure  that 
there  is  an  immediate  and  ready  response  to  any  difficulty  which 
might  arise  within  the  orbit  of  a  Smoke  Control  Area,  and  in  all 
cases  ready  co-operation  has  been  received  by  those  who  have  the 
problem  before  them.  This  education  continues  and  later  there  will 
be  meetings  of  suppliers  of  fuel  to  discuss  their  aspects  of  the 
problem. 
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Industry  is  co-operating  well,  in  the  implementation  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  but  the  problem  remains  respecting  ferric 
oxide  fumes  from  the  Bessemer  converter  plant  and  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate  are  looked  to  for  provision  of  an  answer  in  this 
direction,  I  trust  at  an  early  date. 

Adverse  weather  conditions  of  this  year  are  reported  as  a  matter 
of  interest,  the  rainfall  was  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  Wednesfield. 
14"  fell  between  June  and  September.  The  lowest  temperature 
recorded  was  20aF  and  brought  3  months  of  snow  to  the  district  and 
these  facts  affect  the  pollution  returns  in  our  domestic  area,  sulphur 
dioxide  being  increased  while  in  the  main  the  pollution  from  smoke 
showed  a  marked  improvement.  The  fogs  of  November  and 
December  produced  a  short  rise  in  pollution  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Pot  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  premise  remains  licensed  in  this  connection,  conditions 
being  maintained  very  satisfactorily. 

Registration  of  Old  Metal  Dealers.  Public  Health  Amendments 
Act,  1907 — Section  86 

Five  dealers  are  registered  under  this  section  and  operate  in  the 
district,  surveillance  having  been  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
in  full  co-operation  with  the  local  Police  Inspector. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and 

Caravans 

The  closure  of  the  Council-owned  caravan  site  on  Ashmore  Park 
eased  the  moveable  dwelling  problem  and  little  difficulty  has 
arisen  during  the  year.  Three  applications  were  refused  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  but  on  appeal  one  caravan  which  had  moved  off 
the  licensed  site  remained  occupied  on  a  parcel  of  land  in  the 
northern  rural  aspect  of  the  district.  One  other  licensed  caravan 
was  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

A  little  difficulty  arose  with  regard  to  an  unlicensed  site  on 
which  a  caravan  was  deposited  and  investigations  revealed  that  the 
caravan  dweller  was  an  atomic  scientist  who  has  suffered  a  serious 
nervous  relapse,  but  after  being  able  to  undertake  discussion  with 
the  person  concerned  it  was  found  that  house  purchase  was  in  the 
offing  and  vacation  awaited.  The  Health  Committee  took  a 
lenient  view,  the  caravan  being  moved  after  a  time  when  the  house 
became  available. 

Gypsies 

Several  excursions  were  made  into  the  district  during  the  year 
and  in  one  instance  it  was  necessary  to  forcibly  eject  the  caravanners 
failing  co-operation  on  their  part  in  moving. 

Two  well-worn  sites  were  closed  during  the  year  by  the  insertion 
of  4 '  6"  concrete  fence  posts  by  the  landowner  concerned  and  I  am 
able  to  say  this  has  had  the  desired  effect. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  tempo  of  activity  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act  has  speeded  up  throughout  the  year,  there  being  more 
definite  control  now  on  premises  other  than  domestic  dwellings, 
9  schools,  9  factories  and  a  new  school  site,  bakery  and  slaughter¬ 
house  all  receiving  specialised  treatments  throughout  the  year. 
An  income  of  £140  accrued  from  such  treatments,  which  will  be  of 
assistance  when  Block  Grant  comes  into  operation  next  year. 

Two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out,  both  with  excellent 
results  and  generally  speaking,  the  Wednesfield  district  remains 
clear  of  serious  infestation. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  activity  undertaken. 
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MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
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These  figures  do  not  include  agricultural  premises  where  dismantled  ricks  would  add  to  the  estimated  kill. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
Factories  Act  1937 

1.— INSPECTIONS 

for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
Including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Factories 
on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

83. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . 

81 

52 

• — - 

20. 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

23 

28 

— 

15. 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  or  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworker’s  premises) . 

18 

18 

Total 

122 

37 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

.  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

5 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

- — 

19 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

TOTAL 

— 

25 

— 

— 

Outworkers  numbered  5,  4  boxmakers  and  1  apparel  repairer,  all  of  which  were 
maintained  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Amendments  Act,  1954 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations,  1954 

9  slaughtermen  were  licensed  in  the  district.  In  each  case  a 
copy  of  the  above  regulations  was  enclosed.  None  are  licensed  to 
slaughter  horses.  One  new  licence  was  granted. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

236  shops  are  on  the  register  of  the  Urban  District,  all  being 
satisfactorily  maintained  against  the  requirements  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1 74  are  food  shops,  the  remaining  62  being  divided  as  dollows: — 


Drapery,  Millinery,  Haberdashery  .  14 

Wireless,  Cycle,  T.V.  and  Electric  Stores  9 

Hairdressing  8 

Tobacconists  .  1 

Newsagents/Tobacco  .  8 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers .  .  .  7 

Hardware  and  Ironmongery  .  5 

Dry  Cleaners  .  .  .  .  3 

Post  Offices  .  .  .  .  3 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairers,  Jewellery  .  2 

Corn  Stores  .  .  .  .  1 

Dog  Food  1 

Pawnbroker .  1 

Gas  Appliances  .  .  .  .  1 

Toys,  Perambulators  .  1 

Wallpapers,  Paints .  2 

Footwear  .  1 


Certain  of  the  above  combine  trades  under  one  roof.  All  were 
conducted  satisfactorily  under  the  Shops  Act  legislation. 

Continual  observations  have  been  made  in  respect  to  Shops  Act 
legislation  as  such  and  no  extreme  contravention  has  been  observed 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Population 

Rough  figures  and  estimates  are  maintained  in  regard  to  the 
estimated  population  of  the  district  incorporating  the  influx  popula¬ 
tion  as  a  result  of  Overspill  Building  Scheme,  and  agreement  with 
the  County  Council  and  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 
I  estimate  the  population  of  the  district  at  the  year  end  to  be 
28.580. 
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Inspection  of  Factories — Factories  Act,  1937 

During  the  year  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  a  complete  survey 
of  all  the  factories  within  our  district  and  I  am  grateful  to  the 
Factory  Inspectorate  for  several  notifications  made  during  the  year. 
Some  5  new  factories  were  developed  and  in  each  case  on-the-spot 
inspection  led  to  improvement  works  being  carried  out.  The 
standard  of  Wednesfield  factories  remains  high  and  the  following 
tables  give  details  of  the  work  completed  on  previous  notices  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  no  new  difficulties  were  discovered,  this  emphasising 
the  continued  high  standard. 

Ref.  Tables  on  page  44  &  45 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  47 

Following  upon  the  approval  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  the  Council  to  the  expenditure  of  £2,500  per  year  on  the 
completed  conversion  of  all  remaining  waste  water  closets  still 
present  in  the  area.  Investigations  and  enquiries  were  taken  and 
followed  through  in  respect  to  the  implication  of  such  resolution. 
Accordingly,  the  many  areas  were  studied  and  a  cross  section  of  the 
varying  type  of  problems  that  are  likely  to  arise  were  included  in 
the  first  batch  for  consideration  and  in  fact  the  properties  were  in 
two  lots  of  6  on  either  side  of  the  road  in  Hart  Road,  12  in  Neachells 
Lane  and  6  in  Bolton  Road  were  those  chosen,  specifications  drafted 
and  put  to  tender. 

Ten  firms  were  notified  to  tender  from  a  list  of  builders 
maintained  in  the  Health  Department  on  approved  standard  of 
workmanship  by  previous  experience.  Of  these  ten,  two  replied 
to  the  effect  that  they  could  not,  by  reason  of  other  work  at  the 
present  time,  consider  undertaking  the  work  and  therefore  refrained 
from  submitting  a  tender.  Four  returns  were  received  against  the 
date  stated,  and  one  other  was  received  six  days  afterwards. 
Tenders  were  asked  for  in  first  stage  approach. 

W.W.C.  la — 6  in  Hart  Road 
W.W.C.  lb— 6  in  Hart  Road 
W.W.C.  2 — 12  in  Neachells  Lane 
W.W.C.  3 — 6  in  Bolton  Road 

and  estimate  for  total  number.  Individual  estimates  varied 
considerably  and  those  for  the  30  as  a  complete  contract  varied  by  as 
much  as  50%  between  the  highest  and  the  lowest.  The  lowest  was 
£600  for  the  30  conversions,  a  surprisingly  low  figure  of  £20  per 
conversion,  which  means  £10  each  conversion  cost  to  the  Council. 
A  very  considerable  saving  on  the  original  estimate  which  for 
vour  information  was  £933.  14s.  Od.  for  the  30  conversions,  a  little 
more  than  I  had  estimated. 


The  Committee  can,  I  feel,  be  happy  at  a  sizeable  saving  in 
expenditure  in  this  matter.  These  conversions  have  been  carried 
out  after  consultations  with  owners  and  agents  as  to  methods  of 
execution  and  in  each  case  there  was  no  question  that  this  was  the 
cheapest  price  anywhere  in  the  district  for  such  work,  and  much 
appreciation  has  been  expressed  by  owners  and  agents  and  not  the 
least  the  tenants,  for  the  work  that  has  been  done,  I  myself  am 
particularly  satisfied  with  how  the  work  has  been  carried  out  and 
with  the  extreme  and  detailed  co-operation  with  the  builder  at  every 
stage.  He  undertook  to  do  this  work  within  30  days,  it  has,  in 
fact,  been  completed  in  just  under  25  days.  Following  discussions 
with  the  Builder  on  completion  of  the  work,  he  advised  me  that  he 
could  not  do  more  conversions  at  this  same  price,  but  would  be 
prepared  to  undertake  further  work  at  the  cost  of  £22  per  house. 
Such  a  figure  would  still  be  just  below  the  next  lowest  estimate  as 
originally  submitted. 

Committee  approval  for  the  action  taken  was  given  and  followed 
by  a  recommendation  I  made  where  persons  wish  to  undertake  their 
own  conversions,  it  was  agreed  that  a  contribution  of  £11  be  made 
by  the  Council  towards  the  necessary  expense  where  carried  out  to  my 
satisfaction  and  with  prior  approach  to  my  Department  before  the 
commencement  of  the  work.  Authority  was  given  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  all  the  conversions  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £22  per  house, 
but  unfortunately  I  have  been  obliged  to  exclude  from  the  reckoning 
any  properties  contained  in  the  Hickman  Street,  New  Street,  Cross 
Street,  North  Street  area  pending  decision  as  to  possible  action  under 
Part  3  of  the  Housing  Act. 

93  toilets  were  converted  to  the  approved  scheme  and  18 
private  individuals  replaced  their  waste  water  closets  by  more 
conventional  toilets. 
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